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INTRODUCTION
Design plays a pivotal role in evolution of our world. If we look back at our history, we find
evidence of the role of design scattered widely. Design has touched and shaped all fields of
knowledge, including the sciences, technology, arts, social sciences and humanities. It has led
revolutions in education, industry and human progress throughout the ages.
Design is the professional capability of creating and developing context-led concepts and
realising them into tangible solutions for the benefit of people, society, industry and the
environment. Design of objects, communication, services, interface and their systems requires
in-depth analysis and creative synthesis of information, and ideas based on a variety of
disciplines and experiences. Design thinking brings together the finest sensibilities of the arts, the
logic of science and functional pursuits of technology in an innovative framework.
The National Institute of Design is an autonomous institution under the aegis of the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry, Government of India. NID has been declared ‘Institution of National
Importance’ by an Act of Parliament, by virtue of the National Institute of Design Act 2014. It is
also recognised by the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, Government of India as
a Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation. The Institute has consciously chosen the
philosophy of context-driven learning by doing over the accepted wisdom and conventional
method of education. Unique curriculum and revolutionary educational philosophy continues to
be the core of all its academic programmes, research and design development activities.
The mandate for NID is to offer socially relevant design education, and promote design
awareness and application towards raising the quality of life. It aims to create design
professionals of excellence to help meet India's diverse design needs. Recognising changes in
social, economic and business environments nationally and globally, it strives to train design
educators and global design thinkers for the 21st century. The Institute seeks to become a
repository of design knowledge and experience. It is making several new and concerted efforts to
undertake fundamental and applied research to create cutting edge knowledge that drives design
innovation for meaningful socioeconomic progress.

PhD PROGRAMME AT NID
The NID PhD programme is designed to first and foremost imbibe cutting-edge tools into the
practice of its researchers, and also to develop capability to shape and modify these as they make
progress into the future. The programme empowers students with research skills and insights
that carve out meaningful contributions to design and its practice through a multitude of
projects, products, processes, people, culture and technology that revolutionize our current
understanding of design.
The programme has a global outlook, which is fostered through NID’s ties with a number of
world-renowned institutions/universities in the field of design. This network promotes
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collaborative multi-disciplinary nature of research at the Institute. Students of the PhD
programme have the opportunity to integrate with the various departments at NID.
Such possibilities qualitatively enhance the students’ research projects and enable them to move
from theory to real-world implementation.
Numerous opportunities for fieldwork, studio practice, and high quality infrastructure support
such as classrooms, labs, and workshops are the backbone of research and design practice
initiatives. The Institute encourages participation in national and international conferences where
students may present their research to a wider community of professional peers. From time to
time, NID also organises several such events and platforms for dissemination of knowledge and
for design innovation.
Research projects benefit from the direct involvement and guidance provided by the experienced
body of faculty at NID and design experts throughout the course of study. A spirit of
exploration, experimentation and enquiry permeates the very nature of the research processes
undertaken at the Institute. Field-testing for prototypes and samples is encouraged and facilitated
in order to enhance viability and feasibility of innovative ideas and concepts.
The curriculum and academic processes of the programme are benchmarked to a level
comparable to doctoral research in design at reputed institutions in India and overseas. The
programme shall lead to the award of the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Design.
Aim
The PhD programme in Design shall promote deep reflection, inquiry, rigor in the development
and dissemination of new ideas, expressions and skills in the field of design and shall lead to
their meaningful manifestations in form of new design collections, objects, communication,
services, strategies, etc. The work shall contribute new theories and knowledge to design, design
education and design practice.
The purpose of the programme is to support creation of products or services that improve the
quality of life of people, meet demands to sustain the environment, improve policymaking; and
better the understanding and use of design in industry, education and society at large.
Objectives
1. To foster original research and create new knowledge about the nature and practice of design.
2. To engage in a deeper understanding of expressions, methods and role of design in problemsolving activity.
3. To foster NID’s pedagogic principle of Learning to Know and Learning to Do as well as its
core ideals and culture.
4. To enable collaboration in research, scholarship, design development and service.
5. To enable students to engage in advanced research and practice with design theorists and
practitioners in a broad variety of fields.
6. To contribute towards NID’s objective of design for dignity and service to society, and
participate in meaningful design for change and sustainability.
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Key Aspects
The PhD programme in Design shall be open-ended to include areas such as developmental
communication, education, healthcare, water, sanitation, crafts, culture, media, entertainment,
fashion, technology, logistics, creative entrepreneurship, social design, information and interface
design, and ethics, and such other areas that the Academic Council may prescribe.
The PhD programme in Design shall include:
Original investigation undertaken through a design project, in order to gain new
knowledge by means of practice, and the outcomes of that practice. Claims of originality
and contribution to knowledge may be demonstrated through creative outcomes, which
may include artefacts such as objects, images, film, fashion, music, design collections,
models, samples, prototypes, digital media, or other outcomes such as performances and
exhibitions. The doctoral submissions for this kind of research must include
contextualisation of the creative work. A written/visual thesis will form a part of
dissertation that shall be in dialogic and analytic relation to the outcome with suitable
articulation of the objective, methods, process and findings.
The research may also be concerned with the nature of practice and lead to new
knowledge that has operational significance for that practice. The main focus of this kind
of research shall be to advance knowledge about practice, or to advance knowledge
within practice. The results of the research, in this case, may be described in text form in
the doctoral thesis.
The programme shall promote accumulation and application of diverse research methods
that would be customized as per Indian variables and the context of Indian socio-cultural
heritage and relevant to the needs of the country. The emphasis of the programme shall
be on generation of new knowledge through testing and implementing new materials,
techniques, processes and design ideas. The programme shall nurture design thinking as
an inquiry-based field of research and knowledge production that in turn inform better
design practices.

CLASSIFICATION OF THE PhD PROGRAMME
The PhD programme shall be offered in two categories – Full-time and Part-time.
Full-time PhD Programme: The full-time PhD Degree programme shall ordinarily be of three
years and of which monthly stipend shall be given for three years. The PhD degree may be
conferred on full-time students subject to the conditions that they have carried out research at
the Institute under the guidance of a guide/co-guide for at least three years from the date of
registration. Students requiring extension of the full-time PhD programme after three years may
get extension of maximum two years in instalment of six months each.
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The following candidates shall be considered as Full-time Research Scholars:
a) Research scholars with full fellowship.
b) Candidates sponsored by industry, government and recognised NGOs. Such candidates shall
not be eligible for any financial support from the Institute.
c) Foreign students with Indian Council for Cultural Relations (ICCR) fellowship award. Such
candidates are sponsored by their governments and awarded a scholarship by the ICCR,
Govt. of India. They should apply for admission through the Indian Embassy in their
country.
d) Self-financed Indian/foreign students. Self-financed foreign students shall be granted
admission through the embassy of the respective governments after approval of the Ministry
of External Affairs and a no objection certificate from the relevant Ministry of Govt. of India.
Candidates shall be required to undertake the prescribed coursework. Candidates enrolled in the
full-time PhD programme (with fellowship) shall be expected to take up teaching assignments at
the Institute and its campuses based on the recommendation of their Guide.
Part-time PhD Programme: The part-time PhD degree programme shall ordinarily be of five
years. The PhD degree may be conferred on part-time students subject to the conditions that
they have carried out the research work at the Institute under the guidance of a research
guide/co-guide for at least five years from the date of registration. The part-time PhD
programme shall be open to candidates working in academia/industry/research organizations
who are unable to pursue the full time doctoral programme in residence, for personal or
professional reasons. Candidates enrolled in the part-time PhD programme shall not be entitled
to any fellowship or teaching assistantship. Students requiring extension of the programme after
five years may get extension of maximum two years in instalment of six months each.
The following candidates shall be considered as part time research candidates:
a)

Institute faculty/staff candidates who are permanent employees of the Institute shall be
eligible for admission to the PhD programme provided they fulfil the prescribed eligibility
criteria as declared by the Institute from time to time. They shall undertake research after
fulfilling their normal duties.

b) Candidates sponsored on part time basis by industry/institutions.
Working professionals seeking admission to the part-time PhD programme shall be required to
obtain from their employer a certificate stating that the employer has no objection to the
employee pursuing PhD from the Institute and that the employee shall make himself/herself
available for doctoral consultations with the guide/co-guide, periodic seminars/presentations, as
the case may be, and fulfil residential requirements as prescribed by the programme.
Professionals enrolled in the part-time PhD programme may seek sponsorship from their
employer organization for the duration of the programme provided that the sponsoring
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organization shall bear all expenses related to the PhD programme of the sponsored candidate.
Part time candidates shall be governed by all rules and regulations of the Institute.
PROSPECTIVE APPLICANTS
In all design research areas under the different departments of NID, one may register either for
practice-based research or for research leading to a thesis written in accordance with the
guidelines set by the Institute.
At the research level, NID stands committed to providing support to the development of
original practice in the form of design products, prototypes, samples, artefacts, photographs,
prints, multimedia, films, exhibitions, performances, or any other creative outputs, along with a
supporting or standalone thesis. As designers registered for either practice-based research or by
thesis only, students would have the opportunity to conduct their research in NID’s creative
design environment or at other centres or spaces of design practice. During their candidature,
they would normally work with their guide, whom they would meet regularly to discuss the
progress of their research. If and when required, they could meet and consult members of their
Doctoral Advisory Committee (DAC). Advisors would be available to provide support and
guidance to students. Regular consultation with them shall help develop students’ ideas and
formulate their research goals.
Students would also benefit from a number of PhD level taught courses spread throughout the
course of their PhD studies, starting from essential courses in design and research methodology,
to optional electives in years 2 and 3 specific to their area of specialisation. Online modules and
off-campus inputs may enrich their study. Students shall also have the opportunity to organize
(and participate in) research seminars, workshops, exhibitions and displays, where they will be
regularly encouraged to share and present their research findings. NID may support their
participation in conferences and paper-presentation seminars, and they would be required to
regularly publish their findings in peer-reviewed journals or other such publications of high
standing.
ACADEMIC DETAILS AND STRUCTURE
The date of registration for the programme shall be construed as the date of commencement of
the programme, for all intents and purposes.
Research Guides: Applicants will be assigned research guides after they are admitted to the
PhD programme or at the time of admission to the PhD programme as the case may be. The
students shall have the option to propose the Guide of their choice, based on the nature of the
project, for the due consideration of the Research Committee. Change of Guide shall be
permitted under exceptional circumstances on the recommendation of the Doctoral Advisory
Committee (DAC) after obtaining the consent of the student, the Guide and the proposed
Guide. In case of NID employee being a PhD scholar at the Institute, the Guide shall be
selected from a recognised panel of experts from outside the Institute, with the formal approval
from the Research Committee.
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Doctoral Advisory Committee (DAC): A Doctoral Advisory Committee (DAC) will be
constituted for each scholar to monitor the progress made. It shall provide academic support to
the research student during the course of the programme through feedback and guidance. At
least two meetings with the DAC are mandatory; at the proposal finalisation stage and in the
end, sharing the outcome of the project.
Prescribed coursework:
Spread over the programme, coursework forms the foundation for the student’s research, and is
essential for acquiring broad knowledge of design fundamentals, in-depth understanding of an
area of design closely related to the student’s research, and an understanding of research
methodology.
Seminars:
A student has three seminars during the PhD Programme: Proposal Defence Seminar, the Presynopsis seminar and the Thesis Defence Seminar.
The Proposal Defence Seminar is a public presentation made by the student justifying the
research proposal (within the first 9 months and not later than a year). The DAC members and
all NID faculty and research students are invited to this seminar.
The Pre-synopsis Seminar: After the draft thesis has been assessed and approved by the DAC,
the student shall present the findings in a public Pre-synopsis Seminar in the presence of the
members of the DAC and other faculty members and students.
Thesis Defence Seminar: When a student’s thesis has been completed for the evaluation, they
shall be required to defend their work at an open Thesis Defence Seminar conducted by an
Evaluation Committee constituted by the Research Committee of the Institute.
Other pre-requisite activities:
Public seminar/display presentation/exhibition/public presentation/film screening on the PhD
research topic in the Institute or outside; Presentation (oral or poster) made by the student on
the PhD research topic at national or international design conference; Publication of at least 1
paper pertaining to the research, in national and international peer reviewed journals or similar
publications before, during or after their final seminar stage.
A student registered for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy, either full-time or part-time, may
be permitted to carry out a part or the whole of his/her research work outside the Institute in a
studio, laboratory, workshop, worksite or such other research centres as may be approved for
the purpose by the Guide, in writing.
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Periodic reviews:
There are evaluation meetings and other mechanisms to monitor the progress of each project.
Submission of Thesis and Synopsis and Thesis Defence Seminar:
On satisfactory completion of the external review by experts and the Thesis Defence Seminar,
the degree may be conferred upon the student after approval by the Senate.
Teaching Assistantship:
Participation in the teaching mission of NID is considered an integral part of the PhD
programme, providing both learning and mentoring experiences for the student. All PhD
students may be invited to teach at NID during their tenure at the Institute. Also, during the
duration of the PhD programme, a student may pursue relevant activities at the Institute that
may include organizing seminars or conferences, organizing guest lectures, assisting in
workshops, assisting in editorial work, publications, framing of pedagogies or curricula, assisting
students to write bibliographies or proposals, providing feedback on classroom or degree
projects (along with the faculty Guide), or be a part of semester end jury panels, etc.
TIMELINE OF THE PhD PROGRAMME
Milestone

Time schedule

Course work

Through the first two years every six months

First DAC meeting: Proposal
Presentation

At 9 months

Proposal Defence Seminar

At the end of 9 months but before 1 year

Work in progress meetings/Guide
Throughout the programme
visits
Second DAC meeting: Findings of the At 2 ½ years of the programme
Research
Thesis Seminar

Three months before the end of the third year

Thesis submission

After the previous phase is over

External Review by Experts / Thesis
Defence Seminar

At 3 years
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MONTHS

Coursework

START

Electives

6
9

First DAC
meeting:
Proposal
Presentation

NID PhD Programme Timeline

Work in progress
Meetings

Electives

12

Proposal
Defense
Seminar

Electives

18

Electives

24

30

Second DAC
meeting:
Findings of
Research

36

Thesis
Defense Seminar

External Review
by Experts

Final Thesis
Seminar

Final Thesis
Submission

ADMISSION
Admission to the PhD programme shall be conducted once every year or at any other frequency
announced by NID.
A. Eligibility for Admission to the PhD Programme
The following shall be the minimum eligibility for admission to the PhD programme in Design:
a. Master’s degree from an accredited institution/recognized university in design OR
NID’s PGDPD, AEPEP or 5-5½ year SLPEP diploma in design. Candidates with a master’s
degree in areas relevant to design may also apply. The Institute shall notify a list of such areas
from time to time.
OR
b. Bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution/recognized university in design OR
NID’s GDPD or 4-4½ year SLPEP diploma in design, with at least 3 years of professional
and/or teaching experience. Candidates with bachelor’s degree in areas relevant to design may
also apply. The Institute shall notify a list of such areas from time to time.
c. Candidates who have successfully completed a faculty development programme in
design or related field (2 years or more duration) from NID or any other university recognized
by the UGC/Institutes of National Importance shall be eligible to apply. They shall be treated at
par with the Master’s level students.
d. An applicant with qualification in subjects other than Design (as notified by the
Institute from time to time) shall be entitled to apply for admission to the PhD programme
provided that the applicant shall have demonstrated interest and aptitude for study of design,
and shall qualify the Design Research Aptitude Test for PhD (DRAT-PhD).
e. Applicants currently employed in the public sector and seeking admission shall be
required to submit a letter from their employer in support of the application. Upon admission
the scholar shall be expected to fulfil the programme requirements by personally attending the
Institute.
Candidates who are scheduled to complete the final year of the qualifying examinations and are
awaiting results, shall also be eligible to apply for admission to the PhD programme. In such
cases the admission shall be provisional and confirmation of admission shall be subject to
successful completion of the qualifying examination. Provided further, that such candidates, if
selected, shall be required to secure the minimum grade/marks in the qualifying examination and
submit the results of the qualifying examination by the specified date, failing which the
provisional admission granted to such candidate shall automatically stand cancelled.
The Institute shall follow the reservation policy of Government of India, as may be applicable
from time to time, for allocation of seats under the PhD programme.
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B. Admission Requirements
PhD Proposal: The PhD Proposal is a vital component of the admission criteria. A proposal is
judged on the basis of its significance to the practice of design and should suitably justify the
need for the investigation the candidate wishes to undertake. The proposal should explain how
the research is relevant and how it could make an original contribution to the field of design. An
outline of the methods proposed to be used must shed light on the feasibility and suitability of
their approach. Finally, research proposals are selected if they are found to be in alignment with
NID’s vision and if they fall under the purview of its different disciplines.
Candidates who apply for admission to the PhD programme shall be required to submit, in
addition to the relevant documents as may be prescribed, a well-developed Research Proposal of
about 2000-3000 words reflecting:
a) The broad field of study/general background/literature review/the context in which
the research will be located;
b) The research problem and scope;
c) The rationale for and the significance of the study
d) The objectives of the study and the research questions
e) The approach/methodology to be followed
f) The candidate’s skills, knowledge and research/work experience relevant to the study
g) Potential contribution to knowledge and understanding
h) If proposing to undertake practice-based research, how the practice and research
objectives relate to each other
i) List of references/bibliography
Qualifying Examination: The proposal submission shall be followed by a qualifying
examination (Design Research Aptitude Test-PhD).
Design professionals with more than 10 years of experience may be exempted from the Design
Research Aptitude Test and may be directly admitted to the interview stage on submission of
their proposal.
Personal Interview: The entrance test shall be followed by a personal interview/presentation to
the Selection Committee in Ahmedabad. On selection, a Research Guide shall be assigned to
every registered student.
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FEES STRUCTURE
a) Application Fees for the PhD Programme
The PhD candidates will have to pay an application fees of Rs. 5,000/- for admissions.
Reserve category candidates under SC/ST and PH categories will be given 50% exemption in the
application fees. The application fees is neither refundable nor transferable.
b) Tuition and Other Fees for the PhD Programme
Fees break-up for PhD students for one Academic Year
(All Amounts in INR and are subject to revision)
Sr. No.
1
2
3
4
5
6

Particulars
Tuition Fees
Student Enrolment Fees (Annual)
Annual Insurance Premium (Personal
Accident)
Student Activity Fund (Annual)
Film Club (Annual)
One Time Student Security Deposit
(Refundable)

Semester 1 Semester 2 Total (1st Year)
50,000
50,000
1,00,000
10,000
0
10,000

Total

200
400
200

0
0
0

200
400
200

10,000
70,800

0
50,000

10,000
1,20,800

*Mess charges will be charged additionally depending on the campus location.
HOW TO APPLY
Application for admission is to be made in the prescribed form downloaded from the Institute’s
website. Applications must be complete in all respects, and copies of certificates must be
enclosed. Incomplete applications will be rejected. The list of required documents will be
uploaded on the Institute’s website.
Application fees will have to be paid as part of the application process. Proposals will not be
assessed until all the required application formalities are completed.
Applicants currently employed and seeking admission, must submit a letter from the employer in
support of the application/a no-objection certificate from their organization. Upon admission
the PhD scholar is expected to fulfil the admission requirements by personally visiting the
Institute. Thereafter, the scholar is expected to visit the Institute at stipulated times to fulfil
academic requirements.
No TA/DA is admissible for joining the programme.
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STUDENT SERVICES
NID’s well-maintained and green natural environment on all three campuses provides an ideal
setting for education. Students get access to its library and other facilities such as extended
library timings and photocopying facilities. The campus has free Wi-Fi, a state of the art IT lab,
and many knowledge resources, including e-resources.

CONTACT DETAILS
For any further queries, please contact:
The Admissions Cell
National Institute of Design
Paldi
Ahmedabad-380007
India
Email: admissions@nid.edu; phd@nid.edu
Phone: 91-79-26629678 (Admissions Cell)
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